25 Top Tips for Handling Homework
Set The Stage

Tip 1: Get Organized

Dedicate a desk drawer, box or bin for often-used items and keep it close to where the student works.

Tip 2: Optimize the Environment

Be flexible about your child’s study place, but be sure to turn off the television – it is ALWAYS a distraction. If your child studies best with background noise, try turning on soft music that does not have words.


Tip 3: Clear Away Clutter

Set aside everything not related to the task at hand. Review everything that needs to be done and choose one assignment to start with. Gather and organize the materials needed to complete the chosen task and set everything else aside until it’s time to tackle the next assignment.


Tip 4: Use a Planner

Use a homework planner to record assignments.


Tip 5: Bookmark It

Save links to useful reference sites on the Internet in the “Favorites” section of your toolbar. Some examples include:


BJ Pinchbeck’s Homework Helper – http://school.discovery.com/student

Homework Spot – http://www.homeworkspot.com

Check the local library website for their recommendations, too!


Tip 6: Build a Library
Keep references handy, such as a dictionary, atlas, thesaurus, encyclopedia, etc.
Get It Done

Tip 7: Stick to a Schedule
Schedule time for homework every day – and stick to it! When school starts each fall, schedule homework into your family’s routine. With your child, agree on a specific time period for doing homework, including some weekend time. Even when there are no assignments to complete, adhere to the schedule by using homework time for review or reading.


Tip 8: Ease Into It

Avoid an abrupt transition from playtime to homework. It can be hard for kids to switch from playing to concentrating on homework. Make the transition easier by giving your child a small task before s/he settles down to work. Assigning a job s/he usually does without a fuss creates a more gradual shift from play to homework and puts your child in a “work” frame of mind.

Tip 9: Get Off to a Good Start

Help your child get started with homework and then back off.


Tip 10: Keep Things in Order

Tackle assignments in the best sequence for your child. Starting with easier work and moving toward the more challenging builds your child’s confidence and works best for some, while getting the tough stuff done first works best for others as it lets them breathe a sigh of relief.


Tip 11: Take Time Out

Set a timer to pace homework sessions and set up agreed-upon study and break times.


Tip 12: Plan for the Long Haul

Set intermediate goals for long-term projects, helping your child to focus on smaller aspects of an assignment, teach planning for when each goal will be met and encourage motivation.


Tip 13: Ask Leading Questions

When your child hits a roadblock, ask questions that guide him/her to the answer rather than giving the answer away.

Build Good Habits

Tip 14: Be a Role Model

Use your child’s homework time to do your own work.


Tip 15: Stay Positive

Let your own upbeat attitude toward learning rub off on your child.


Tip 16: Let go of Responsibility

Avoid rescuing your child from homework emergencies. Let your child take responsibility for his/her own mistakes (e.g., forgetting an assignment) to teach problem-solving techniques. Have him/her write the teacher a note explaining why the work is late and request an extension, and then both of you sign it.

Tip 17: Be an Advisor

Be available to help as a consultant. Let your child know that you are willing to help, but limit yourself to a consultant role. The homework is still his/hers to do, not yours.


Tip 18: Call in Assistance

Recognize when outside help is required and seek it out. Perhaps consulting with another parent, an older sibling, or a homework center will be useful.


Tip 19: Know When to Call a Halt

Sometimes you have to say “enough is enough.” Know when your child has done his/her best and request an extension if the demands are unreasonable.


Tip 20: Keep a Homework History

File completed assignments for quick reference. This will help you check progress made and detect patterns of errors. This can be done by keeping a color-coded file folder for each subject and filing completed assignments in order as the teacher returns them.


Tip 21: Make the Grade

Take time to review your child’s graded assignments. This offers an opportunity to praise work done well and progress made. You will also see trouble spots and areas where practice is needed.
Create An Adventure

Tip 22: Reward Progress

Give your child small rewards for reaching goals, such as letting him/her choose a movie rental, what to have for dinner, etc.


Tip 23: Turn Your Child Into a Teacher

Encourage your child to teach you as a way to build confidence. Ask a lot of “how,” “why,” “when,” and “who” questions. Giving explanations helps your child think through concepts and step-by-step processes and discloses areas where more work is needed.


Tip 24: Keep it Interesting

Tie homework to your child’s interests whenever possible.


Tip 25: Change the Scenery

Try tackling homework in an unusual location for special occasions – try setting up a homework camp by pitching a tent in the backyard or living room; spread out in a tree house; etc. 
